Alfred the Great: The Traditions of Western Citinn
Dr. William F. Campbell
Secretary, The Philadelphia Society
Professor Emeritus of Economics, Louisiana Statedsgity

Mezzotint of Alfred the Great

The purpose of this lecture is to show throughalismages and music the central role
that Alfred the Great played in transmitting theditions of western civilization. By
western civilization, | mean to include Europe &émalse countries that have been formed
in the shadow of Europe, including both Americas.

The traditions were formed in the cities of JeresglAthens, and Rome, and the forests
of Germany. The content was the moral and splritranation of character from the
revelation of God in the Old and New Testaments;dhre of wisdom in the Greek
traditions of philosophy; the appreciation of orded the rule of law in Rome which
continued through Christian Rome; the love of lipelnonor, and courage in the forests
of Germany.

In contrast to the spurious multiculturalism ofagdwhich is based on relativism, Alfred
took all these cultures seriously in order to esttfeom them the best that they have to
offer.
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Before we go too far, let’s place Alfred the Grieatime and place. He lived from 849-
899 A.D. He comes from a line of Saxon kings, udahg his father Aethewulf and
grandfather, Egbert, and is followed by descendahts build on his accomplishments in
founding what we today would call England.

Map of Alfred Country

Let’s now place Alfred geographically. This mapais the main geographical locations
directly connected with Alfred. Wessex, Wantagelé/of the White Horse (north of
Wantage, west of London), Winchester, London, &i@s, and Athelney.

Matthew of Paris

Matthew of Paris in hi&esta Abbatunt. 1250, was the first one to call Alfred “the
Great.” Alfred was the only English king to receithat title. Matthew was impressed
with the fact that Alfred’s reign had been pivatateplacing the ‘Heptarchy’ of seven
kingdoms—Northumbria, Mercia, East Anglia, Essegni Sussex and Wessex—with
rule over most of southern England. The northem @f England was still controlled by
the Danes. The poem of Kipling is still relevamtbntemporary foreign policy:

“Dane-geld”
(A.D. 980-1016)
Rudyard Kipling

IT IS always a temptation to an armed and agil®nat



To call upon a neighbour and to say.—
“We invaded you last night—we are quite preparefigat,
Unless you pay us cash to go away.”
And that is called asking for Dane-geld,
And the people who ask it explain
That you've only to pay 'em the Dane-geld
And then you’ll get rid of the Dane!

It is always a temptation to a rich and lazy nation
To puff and look important and to say:—

“Though we know we should defeat you, we have hettime to meet you.
We will therefore pay you cash to go away.”

And that is called paying the Dane-geld;
But we've proved it again and again,

That if once you have paid him the Dane-geld
You never get rid of the Dane.

It is wrong to put temptation in the path of anyiom,
For fear they should succumb and go astray,

So when you are requested to pay up or be molested,
You will find it better policy to say:—

“We never pay any-one Dane-geld,
No matter how trifling the cost;

For the end of that game is oppression and shame,
And the nation that plays it is lost!”

| personally am distrustful of rulers called “thee@t” even when it is associated with
men who had a great impact on Alfred such as Cimagge or Charles the Great and
Gregory the Great. | can easily live with St. Jarniee Greater because it serves to
distinguish him from St. James the Lesser. Itss the name of my parish church in
Baton Rouge. When you get to Peter the Greatexddfick the Great, you might want to
conflate Madame Roland on her way to the guillotiiién Ed McMahon setting up

Johnny Carson, “O Great ones, what crimes are ctsuhin thy name?”



Alfred Tower, Stourhead Gardens

There are various statues or monuments to Alfréehigland that provide interpretations
of the greatness of Alfred. The most interestifiithem is the Alfred Tower at Stourhead
Gardens, Wiltshire, England, one of the greatdslibf the 18 century. They called

them follies because they had no utilitarian value.

The earliest version of the inscription for the &ws the most effusive in making the
case for Alfred as a great innovator: “In memonAtfed the Great, The Founder of the
English Monarchy, The®lencourager of Learning He founded the Universit@xford.
The Giver of most excellent Laws, Jurys, the BukaairEnglish Liberty. He instituted a
well regulated Militig divided England into Shires or Countys & by aedetined
courage & unwearied attention to the increase ofNaval Force protected us from
Foreign Invasions & extended our Trade to the rempatts of the Globe. He was the
complete Model of that perfect Character, whichgarnthe Name of a Sage, the
Philosophers have been fond of delineating, radbex fiction of Their imagination, than
in hope of ever seeing it reduced to practice.”

What greater tribute to the vision of Margaret That than that?

The inscription goes on to add, “Britons will ree¢he Ashes of that Monarch by whose
Lessons They have (under the protection of Divirevidence) subdued Their Enemys
this year with invincible Force by Land & Sea, iarBpe, Asia, Africa & America, stopd
the Effusions of human blood & given peace & reghe Earth...1762.” (Malcolm
Kelsall, “The Iconography of Stourheadidurnal of the Warburg and Courtauld
Institutes Vol. 46 (1983), pp. 141-132) The significancdto$ date is the end of the
Seven Years’ War (what we call in the U.S. the Eheand Indian War). Alfred has
always been put to patriotic uses.

These magnificent gardens were created by the bgdfi&mily of Henry Hoare 1l (1705-
1785). He started the gardens in 1715 and thegired in the family until 1947. The
tower was begun in 1765 and completed in 1772 gegcon the spot where, according
to the inscription: “Alfred the Great AD 870, ondlsummit erected his standard against



Danish invaders. To him we owe the origin of Jairtee establishment of a Militia, the
creation of a Naval Force. Alfred, the light dbdenighted age was a philosopher and a
Christian, the father of his people, the foundethef English.”

How did this come about? In the summer of 1764riAetoare 1l known to his family as
“the Magnficent” wanted to celebrate the end of $ie¥en Years War against France and
the accession of George lll. He explained hisimnasipn in a letter he wrote to his elder
daughter Susanna: "I have one more scheme whitlenewn or top it all. As | was
reading Voltaire's.'Histoire Généraldately, in his character of Alfred the Great hgssa
Je ne sais'il y a jamais eu sur la terre un homoedigne des respects da la posterité
qu'Alfred le Grand, qui rendit ces services a gdagaOut of gratitude to him |
propose...to erect a Tower on Kingsettle Hill whieeeset up his standard after he came
out of concealment in the Isle of Athelney nearritan, and the Earl of Devon had
worsted the Danes...l intend to build it on thenpdd Sn Mark's Tower at Venice, 100
foot to the room which the staircase will lead tal @ arches to look out in the 4 sides to
the prospect all round."

Alfred the Great: Stowe Shrine of British Worthies

He also goes on to add, “The form is Gothic as@iv€ because this is a declaration of
Whig adherence to the famous Anglo-Saxon ‘ancienstitution’ of the realm to which
the enemies of Stuart absolutism had appealed Stéwe, there are the Temple of
Liberty and the shrine of Modern British Worthiggjich also includes Alfred the Great.

Let’s take up some of the claims of the inscrip@rStourhead one by one in order to lay
the groundwork for a more interesting interpretatd Alfred’s significance.



Detail from Mezzotint of Alfred the Great

Was he the first King of England? In a detail of érst slide, you can see Alfred styled
as the King of the Saxons rather than the Kingrafl&d. The latter honor is more
correctly ascribed to his descendants in tHedetury. But they could not have
accomplished this unless Alfred had beaten thenggin the 8 century.

Detail of Mezzotint of Alfred the Great

Was he the founder of Oxford University? In thetadl from our mezzotint, he is
described as the founder of Oxford University. élini spirit, but not in fact. In the £9
century there was a long drawn-out attempt to bauildemorial in Oxford to Alfred.
which is recounted in:

http://www.headington.org.uk/oxon/broad/historyetf. htm




William Camden by R. White from Camden'sBritannia,1695 edition

The erroneous claim of Alfred as the founder of @dfwas promulgated by William
Camden (1551-1623), whose comprehensive hisBrrtgnnia, was published in Latin,
in 1586 and later translated into English. Camdgreat English historian interpolated
this claim as a short passage into his 1603 editigksser'd ife of King Alfred

Camden’s Motto: Pondere Non Numero

Camden’s Motto: 'Pondere Non Numero' is an imporvae for historians who prefer
judgment to cliometrics, “By weight not by numbeffie main reason we know anything
about Alfred’s life is because Bishop Asser wratelhography while Alfred was still
alive. Historians are still debating the “weigbf’this biography and its historical
validity.

In the weighing of the stories about Alfred, we wlldcalways keep in mind the wise
observation of G.K. Chesterton in his Prefac&hie Ballad of the White Horse

“But I am not concerned to prove the truth of thespular traditions. It is enough for me
to maintain two things: that they are popular tiiads; and that without these popular
traditions we should have bothered about Alfredusilas much as we bother about
Eadwig.



One other consideration needs a note. Alfred haseatown to us in the best way (that
is, by national legends) solely for the same reasoArthur and Roland and the other
giants of that darkness, because he fought foCtivestian civilization against the
heathen nihilism. But since this work was reallyedy generation after generation, by
the Romans before they withdrew, and by the Briteh#e they remained, | have
summarised this first crusade in a triple symbot given to a fictitious Roman, Celt,
and Saxon, a part in the glory of Ethandune. Iyahat in fact Alfred's Wessex was of
very mixed bloods; but in any case, it is the chisfie of legend to mix up the centuries
while preserving the sentiment; to see all agessort of splendid foreshortening. That is
the use of tradition: it telescopes history.”

Venerable Bede Sharpening His Quill
Codex at Engelberg Abbey, Switzerland

Was he the first encourager of learning? Thisupgcshows the Venerable Bede, whose
dates are (672—735), sharpening his quill. ThigiNonbrian saint wrote hidistory of

the English Church and Peopteore than a 100 years prior to Alfred. If anyoeserves
the title of creator of the English people, it isd®. But, if Alfred was not the first, it is
significant that he included Bede’s baokhis translation program of what we would title
today the Great Books. We shall see that Alfrgdislishing program would warm the
hearts of the Liberty Fund and the Intercollegtiiedies Institute.

Initial Page of Bede’s History



In this picture we see the opening page of BeHessory which starts, “Britain is an
island in the Ocean, and was once called Albidddte that he did not say, “perfidious
Albion” which only came into use later as a ternddparagement by the French.

Originally this decorated initial page from the leig century was thought to have been
done in the scriptorium in Lindisfarne, but is nttwught to have been done closer to
Alfred’s territory in Winchester or Canterbury.

Bede is not only venerable, he is remarkable. Algh his ancestors were illiterate
barbarians, and he never traveled much more tloam findisfarne in the north to York
in the south, he replaced the “past of pagan geges, folk-tales and heroic
legends...with the Latin learning of the Christianu@ih.” (R.W. Southern, “Bede” in
Medieval Humanism and other stud{€xford: Blackwell, 1970, p. 5)

Christopher Dawson goes so far as to say thateithumbrian culture as exemplified
in Bede “marks a new starting point for Westerrnurel.” (Formation p. 174) But the
Northumbrian monastic culture was itself a synthesithe golden age of Irish
monasticism and the Roman mission emanating frontetlaury. The Irish monks of the
Celtic west were crucial to the monastery of Stu@ia in lona. Combined with the
Benedictine abbeys of Jarrow and Wearmouth, théyrmbecame missionaries to the
pagans in Europe—Frisians, Saxons, and Franks.

Offa’s Coin

Was Alfred the first English giver of laws? Inglpicture we see a coin of Offa, king of
Mercia (757-796) who initiated English coinage, stoucted Offa’s dike as a security
measure against the invading Welsh kingdom of Ppwaiyd codified part of the law
which Alfred himself drew on later.

In his preface to his law code, Alfred explainst the examined many existing law codes
from the Old Testament to those of previous Angdo«sh kings in neighbouring
kingdoms:

“Then |, King Alfred, gathered them together andesed to be written many of the ones
that our forefathers observed - those that pleassdand many of the ones that did not
please me | rejected with the advice of my couoslland commanded them to be



observed in a different way. For | dared not prestonset down in writing at all many of
my own, since it was unknown to me what would peif®se who should come after us.
But those which | found either in the days of Img, kinsman, or of Offa, king of the
Mercians, or of Althelberht (who first among theglish people received baptism), and
which seemed to me most just, | collected hereid,@nitted the others.”

We would, of course, like to know exactly the atdefor his rejection but we are forced
to notice that he consulted “the advice of my cdong’ and showed a large amount of
humility in not writing down all his statutory legjation. To speak more accurately,
Alfred thought of himself as a law-finder ratheatha law-giver.

The echoes of Alfred can be found in the obsermadioSir Matthew Hale, the great
defender of the common law against the positivihmmas Hobbes:

“It is reason for me to preferre a law by whichiagdome hath been happily governed
four or five hundred years than to adventure thpheess and peace of a kingdome upon
some new theory of my own.” (Quoted in Bruno Ledmgedom and the LaviNew

York: D. Van Nostrand Company, Inc., 1961, p. 94)

When he codified laws, he started with the Ten Camiments from Moses and then
proceeded to the laws of Ine and Offa. Ine wag glaisely related to Alfred because he
was an early King of Wessex from 688 to 726. Asgséis genealogy stresses that two
persons of fairly recent historical vintage were twvothers, “Ingild and Ine, the famous
king of the West Saxons....Ine journeyed to Rome,ramburably ending this present
life there he entered the heavenly land to reigh @hrist.” (Asser p. 67) Ine was also
noted for his code of laws, which he issued in &l684. Ine’s journey to Rome has
interesting parallels to Alfred’s journeys to Rorttee fact that Alfred did not choose to
leave the real political world provides an inteirggicontrast to the more monastic model
of Ine.

Alfred stresses the importance of the faith in €haind trust in his mercy as the
inspiration behind his attempt to mitigate, if motally eliminate, revenge by introducing
wergild. In his own words, “They then establishédlpugh that mercy which Christ
taught, that for almost every misdeed at the @iffignce secular lords might with their
permission receive without sin the monetary comatns, which they then fixed...”

But mercy had its limits in a barbarian culturelfréd goes on to add, “only for treachery
to a lord did they dare not declare any mercy,esiienighty God adjudged none for
those who despised Him, nor did Christ, the SoBad, adjudge any for the one who
betrayed Him to death; and He commanded everyolw¢ohis lord as Himself.”
(Keynes and Lapidge, pp. 163-164)

Although he did not eliminate the practice of thedd feud which was a strong part of
previous Anglo-Saxon traditions, he imposed heanafties for breach of oath or
pledge. As Adam Smith ifhe Wealth of Nationdgook 1V, Chapter 5) said: “With all
its imperfections, however, we may perhaps saywhat was said of the laws of Solon,



that, though not the best in itself, it is the bekich the interests, prejudices, and temper
of the times would admit of. It may perhaps in tivee prepare the way for a better.”

Enunciating a rule of law, and grounding that lavthe Mosaic Old Testament tempered
by the Golden Rule of the New Testament is exaehigit Alfred accomplished. If
William Blackstone could say that Christianity arpof the laws of England, we owe it
to Alfred that this was possible.

Winston Churchill put Alfred’s contribution to lelggevelopment in judicious terms,
“The Laws of Alfred, continually amplified by hisiscessors, grew into that body of
customary law administered by the shire and hundoedts which, under the name of
the Laws of St. Edward (the Confessor), the Norkiags undertook to respect, and out
of which, with much manipulation by feudal lawyetfse Common Law was founded.”
(Winston Churchill,The Birth of Britain New York: Dodd, Mead & Company, 1966, p.
120)

He may not have been responsible for the techdmatlopment of the common law, but
his personal involvement in judicial cases is ao8anic precursor of equity courts.
Blackstone’s eloquent prose states the claim:

“We are next to consider the several species atohdiions of courts of justice, which
are acknowleged and used in this kingdom. And theseither such as are of public and
general jurisdiction throughout the whole realmsoch as are only of a private and
special jurisdiction in some particular parts ofdf the former there are four sorts; the
universally established courts of common law andtgpthe ecclesiastical courts; the
courts military; and courts maritime. And firstsafch public courts as are courts of
common law of equity.

THE policy of our antient constitution, as reguthtend established by the great Alfred,
was to bring justice home to every men's door,dnstituting as many courts of
judicature as there are manors and townships ikittgglom; wherein injuries were
redressed in an easy and expeditious manner, lsuffrage of neighbours and friends.
These little courts however communicated with athadra larger jurisdiction, and those
with others of a still greater power; ascendinglgedly from the lowest to the supreme
courts, which were respectively constituted to ecirthe errors of the inferior ones, and
to determine such causes as by reason of theihwaigl difficulty demanded a more
solemn discussion. The course of justice flowintange streams from the king, as the
fountain, to his superior courts of record; anchgehen subdivided into smaller
channels, till the whole and every part of the Kioigp were plentifully watered and
refreshed.” William Blackston€Zommentaries on the Laws of EnglaBdok I,
Chapter IV

In the same book Blackstone warns us about atindptwo much to Alfred, “Just as we
are apt to impute the invention of this, and somheiopieces of juridical polity, to the
superior genius of Alfred the great; to whom, oocamt of his having done much, it is
usual to attribute every thing: and as the traditbantient Greece placed to the account



of their one Hercules whatever atchievement wa®peed superior to the ordinary
prowess of mankind.”

The legal codes that culminated in Alfred reflecaecbncern for the poor and
disadvantaged. The arbitrary behavior of the mghalas restrained to some degree by
the rule of law. Predictability replaced revengdtee foundations of justice.

It is interesting to note that although Alfredneluded in the Episcop&ook of Common
Prayeras a Saint, he did not make it into the CatholiarCh list of Saints, leaving
Edward the Confessor as the only English king wiagdlent to sainthood.

Alfred the Great: Statue by Count Gleichen, Wantage

The statue of Alfred by Count Gleichen erected8i7Lin his birthplace of Wantage in
the Vale of the White Horse, contains a more adewdascription of Alfred’s
accomplishments than the Alfred Tower.

“Alfred found learning dead, and he restored ilu&ation neglected, and he revived it.
The laws powerless, and he gave them force. ThedGldebased, and he raised it. The
land ravaged by a fearful enemy, from which hewée&d it. Alfred’s name shall live as
long as mankind respects the past.” (QuotatiomfRichard Abels’ fine boolAlfred the
Great: War, Kingship and Culture in Anglo-Saxon Emgl, New York: Longman, 1998

p. 4)

Ponder that last statement carefully. Reflect &ifxed’s name has not lived—in the
U.S. for sure and barely in England, which at bestembers burnt cakes. The fact is
that mankind no longer respects the past.

Alfred is for most of us, including me until | h&lteach an adult Christian education
class at my Episcopal Church, what | would calldtgname. Someone you've heard of,
but can’t give an account of anything that he dixhn’t feel bad if you knew nothing
about Alfred before you arrived here today. | taaormal polls of my Episcopal friends
in Baton Rouge and only one, ex-congressman Helkeame had the foggiest idea of
who he was.



Alfred’s wish for fame and renown is clear from wha added to his translation of
Boethius: “I desired to live worthily as long lds/ed, and to leave after my life, to the
men who should come after me, the memory of meadgvorks.” (Alfred's translation
of Boethius'€Consolation of Philosophyhapter XVII taken fromilfred the Great:
Asser’s Life of King Alfredranslated by Simon Keynes and Michael Lapidgadon:
Penguin Books, 1983, pp 132-33)

Sadly, this has not come true in spite of the flaat he sponsored the compilingTdfe
Anglo-Saxon ChroniclesWe, or at least, professional historians, doknwore about
Alfred than any other Saxon King, but in spitetuétfact, he is little recognized by the
general public.

If Alfred was not always a great innovator, doestiédeserve our attention? 1 will
argue that he should precisely because he wassniitter of the best traditions of the
past. As one recent scholar put it, Alfred waserfan agent of continuity...a
restorer...a seeker after other’s tracks.” (Davidgdponl’'sKing Alfred: Burnt Cakes and
other Legend¢Harvard University Press, 2006 p. 184).
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Canterbury Codex Aureus

Let us start over and take a look at the beginoingsser’sLife of Alfred. What you are
looking at is the Canterbury Codex Aureus, ("Gol@mspels”). The manuscript was
produced circa 750, one hundred years before A#frgicth, in the scriptorium of Christ
Church, Canterbury.

The image you see is the opening of the first arapitthe first book of the New
Testament, the gospel of Matthew. This first ceapiaces the genealogy of Christ all
the way back through David and Solomon to Abraham.

Before getting into the details of the genealogig worth noting the incredible richness
of the cultural traditions which Alfred inherited.homas Cabhill's recent bookow the
Irish Saved Civilizationhas reminded us of the enormous role of the irishastic
tradition. But it is important to recognize thatieasingly in the'8and 9" centuries, the



tradition becomes more accurately called the Hieaxon Tradition in both book
illumination and monastic orders.

Although the Irish initiated the high art of bodkimination, the center of gravity shifted
from Ireland and Wales to Scotland (lona), Northengland (Lindisfarne in
Northumbria) and then to Southern England (CantgrituKent, and Winchester in
Hampshire).

This shift, according to Karl Nordenfalk, was a ‘wecaway from the restricted material
conditions of Ireland to the more wealthy patronafjthe Anglo-Saxon kings. However,
Insular art would scarcely have attained its higgrde of originality had it not been
given its first specifically Celtic imprint on Itssoil. On the other hand, it would not
have reached its high level of complexity and peré® had it remained within the
confines of Ireland alone. Not only did the An@axons bring new ornamental motifs
to its vocabulary, but they also had a specifidggefor order and clarity, and this they
combined with a fresh inventiveness which the Issemingly did not possess to the
same degree.” He also claimed, “We would see mlegglg had not both Lindisfarne

and lona in turn been completely destroyed by tikéngs. But whereas at least a part of
the Lindisfarne library manuscripts—and especiddl\greatest achievement, the book
written in honor of Saint Cuthbert—has been presgronly a later product, the Book of
Kells, has survived from lona, if that is indeedesit was made....In any case, the final
word should not rest either with Ireland or Northarra, but with both, one no less
essential than the other for the creation of amvhrth, standing at the beginning,
supremely vindicates the right of the Middle Agedeé called a new epoch in the history
of Western art.” (Karl NordenfallCeltic and Anglo-Saxon Paintinlew York: George
Braziller, 1977, p. 26)

The Codex was stolen from Britain by the Vikingsondubsequently bribed the English
into buying it back. The story of its return togtand was told by another Alfred:

“Inscription + In the name of our Lord Jesus ChiiisEarl Alfred, and my wife Werburg
procured this book from the heathen invading arntly wur own money; the purchase
was made with pure gold. And we did that for theelof God and for the benefit of our
souls, and because neither of us wanted thesenlwoks to remain any longer in heathen
hands. And now we wish to present them to Chrigtr€into God's praise and glory and
honour, and as thanksgiving for his sufferings, fomdhe use of the religious community
which glorifies God daily in Christ Church; in ordiat they should be read aloud every
month for Alfred and for Werburg and for Alhthrytioy the eternal salvation of their
souls, as long as God decrees that Christianityldlsurvive in that place. And also |,
Earl Alfred, and Werburg beg and entreat in the mafmAlmighty God and of all his
saints that no man should be so presumptuousged@way or remove these holy
works from Christ Church as long as Christianitgvstes there.

Alfred

Werburg

Alhthryth their daughter”



Unfortunately, the holy works were removed from i@hChurch again, and, somehow,
in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries it w&pain, and in 1690 it was bought for
the Swedish royal collection and so returned tan8iceavia and is now back in the
Swedish Royal Library at Stockholm.

We saw that the first chapter of Matthew tracesstkrgenealogy back to Abraham.

The first chapter of Asserlsfe of Alfredtraces the genealogy of Alfred all the way back
to Adam! There are several curious additions toeflls genealogy that are important to
note in addition to the basic fact that the warbarbarian tribes thought family ties and
genealogy to be all-important. Grendel's motheB@owulfis a chilling example.

David Composing the Psalms: Canterbury Psalter

Here we have a picture of David composing the Ps&laom the Canterbury Psalter.
Asser introduces David indirectly with a long quértem the ' century Roman poet
Sedulius:

"Since the pagan poets sought in their fictionswagger either in high-flowing measure,
or in the wailing of tragedy’s speech, or with calyie absurd Geta, or by means of any
sort of verse whatever to relate the violent crimiesvil deeds and sing of monumental
wickedness, and with scholarly application comiméste many lies to paper: why should
|—a poet accustomed to chanting the measures dfahein the manner of David, and
of taking my place in the holy chorus and hymniegvenly melodies in pleasing
diction—be silent concerning the renowned miraole€hrist who brought us
salvation?” (Asser, p. 67)

There are many reasons why we can link Alfred teiaDirectly connected to this
slide, Alfred as part of his education programna@stated the first 50 Psalms into
vernacular Anglo-Saxon.



Daniel Maclise, “Alfred the Saxon King (Disguised a a Minstrel) in
The Tent of Guthrum the Dane” (1852)

There is a famous story told in William of Malmespabout Alfred as a CIA agent who
gathers intelligence by disguising himself as astnal and sneaking into the tent of
Guthrum the Dane. We can guess that he sang ngmeus songs with his harp than
Hrothgar's beautiful wife in the movigeowulf. Although the Viking pagans are usually
thought of as crude simple barbarians, here theglaown in an oriental decadence. One
could even say of them as it used to be said ofrivawes (and still is, of course, in
Europe today): they went from barbarism to decadevithout once knowing

civilization. Alfred, of course, subsequently defed the Vikings at the famous battle of
Edington in 878. He called out Higd or voluntary militia which also endeared him to
later classical republicans and country whigs wieoenopposed to the Standing Army.
Not only did he defeat him, but more importantlyfbeeed the pagan Guthrum and
twenty-nine of his men to convert to Christianity!

Alfred Jewel

There is even speculation that the most importdiiaet that has come down to us from
the time of Alfred, the Alfred Jewel, shown herepitts David holding the rod and the
staff from the famous #3psalm. The jewel made of gold and cloisonne ehasoeered
with a transparent piece of rock crystal, beardrikeription "Alfred ordered me to be
made" "AELFRED MEC HEHT GEWYRCAN" and is now keptthe Ashmolean
Museum in Oxford. It was discovered in 1693 attNdtetherton in Somerset, on land
belonging to Sir Thomas Wroth (c. 1675-1721), dolyr miles from Athelney, where
King Alfred took refuge from the Vikings in 878, &dmwhere he is alleged to have burnt



the cakes. The jewel may have been used as a bdakmaVhen Alfred sent a copy of
Pope Gregory the Greatxastoral Care he may have included this precious "aestels."

Another Old Testament connection to the Alfred Jesae be seen in the large eyes
which have been interpreted as the eyes of Solokrawn for his wisdom and
judiciousness. (slide of Aethulwulf and Alfred ioRe, 125)

Alfred’s Father Aethulwulf Receiving a Blessing fron Pope Leo IV

Another reason that Alfred would identify with Ddwvas that David was chosen by
Samuel and anointed for kingship as a child, preteby the Lord over his older
brothers. In this picture, we show Alfred’s fath&ethulwulf, receiving a blessing from
Pope Leo IV. Alfred went on pilgrimage to Romedwias a young man and was either
confirmed or anointed by the Pope. The young nmathe right in this picture could
easily represent Alfred.

Alfred was the youngest of four brothers who alyned and died young. But even while

young, according to Asser, he was favored by mslfa It was a miracle that he became
king. The close connections to Rome go back aVeagin Alfred’s family.

Tableau of King Alfred Memorizing Book, King Alfred Millenary, 1901



We now return to Alfred’s upbringing to link him the Anglo-Saxon traditions of heroic
poetry andBeowulf. In this picture we have a tableaux done for thegktfred

Millenary of 1901 (incorrectly dated according &xent historical evidence). The

lavishly produced book to celebrate this event shthe Victorian England at its finest
and most grandiloquent. Tributes, dinners, andissacan be seen in the marvelous book
edited by Alfred Bowker. Here we have the scenasser where Alfred and his older
brothers are challenged by his mother to memorizeck of poetry. Alfred was

attracted to the book by the sheer physical beaiutye opening initital. We have

already seen that kind of beauty. Alfred, of ceursemorized the book with the help of
a tutor and won the prize.

Stained Glass Window of Caedmon
But what kind of poetry was it that Alfred throughdis life cherished?

There is a rich vernacular tradition of religiousgh-Saxon poetry developed in the age
preceding him. The Venerable Bede relates thg sfdCaedmon, the peasant from
Whitby Abbey, who reluctantly sings a great Creatiymn and subsequently becomes a
monk.

Beowulf Manuscript

Alfred may also have been memorizing the Anglo-®gpoem of Beowulf. | had a
choice between this picture which shows the origno@m of Beowulf and Angelina
Jolie. | chose the former because | thought thegit be some young impressionable



interns here. The fact remains that this greabtpimeits original form, not the

Hollywood version, which totally perverts the rea¢ssage of Beowulf, was both pagan
and Christian. The poet was Christian and theestilopatter was the great heroic ethic of
the German forests!

We get a hint of the importance of such poetry famous letter of Alcuin of York, who
was the brain trust behind Charlemagne’s educdtrefiams and ecclesiastical reform.
to the Bishop of Lindisfarne in 797: “Quid Hinielsleum Christo?” What does Hinield,
a legendary warrior who appears in Beowulf, haveaavith Christ? Probably a lot
more than Angelina Jolie has to do with Grendelathmer.

Christopher Dawson has stressed the civilizatitagl of the Christian Church during
the Dark Ages. “In such a world, the Church hadridertake the task of introducing the
law of the gospel and the ethics of the SermorherMount among peoples who
regarded homicide as the most honorable occupatidrvengeance as synonymous with
justice. It is not surprising that some found tiiek appallingly difficult and that
medieval culture was in a state of continual tem&ietween the opposing ideals of the
Christian and the warrior.” (Christopher Daws®hg Formation of ChristendofiNew
York: Sheed and Ward, 1967, p. 162)

Other medieval examples abound in Santiago Matasntine Knights Templar, the
Monks of War,The Song of Rolandnd the literatures connected with the Crusadds a
the Crusading spirit.

David Wilkie’s Alfred and the Burning of the Cakes

In this picture we see a @entury rendition of Alfred and the burning of ttekes by a
great Scottish genre painter, David Wilkie. Thelggound for this story is that Alfred
had received numerous setbacks from the invasibiied/ikings. He had lost battle
after battle as the Vikings conquered almost @lrdmainder of the Anglo-Saxon
sections of Britain. Alfred had withdrawn to theanpy area, called Athelney. While
wandering through the woods he stumbled acrosstageowith a swineherd and his
wife. The swineherd goes off and leaves Alfrechalwith his wife who is baking some
cakes on the fire. She asks him to watch the ¢@{&ed does not and is roundly
scolded by the woman who does not recognize hilver& are many aspects to the story
that connect with Alfred’s humility. He does natllrank and reprimand her, but instead



learns from her. Pay attention to your simpleahigven if you are pondering the larger
guestions of the protection of the realm.

Adam Smith, as usual, had it right in fhiseory of Moral Sentimentee would have
agreed with the swineherd’s wiféThe most sublime speculation of the contemplative
philosopher can scarce compensate the neglece aintlallest active duty.”

In the full quotation from Adam Smith, we have tbstification of King Alfred’s
position compared to that of his predecessor v, chose to leave the world and
retreat into a monastery:

“The administration of the great system of the erse, however, the care of the
universal happiness of all rational and sensiblegs is the business of God and not of
man. To man is allotted a much humbler departnmntpne much more suitable to the
weakness of his powers, and to the narrownessafdmprehension; the care of his own
happiness, of that of his family, his friends, Gasintry: that he is occupied in
contemplating the more sublime, can never be ansextor his neglecting the more
humble department; and he must not expose hintsé#tietcharge which Avidius Cassius
is said to have brought, perhaps unjustly, agdifastus Antoninus; that while he
employed himself in philosophical speculations, aodtemplated the prosperity of the
universe, he neglected that of the Roman empire.mbst sublime speculation of the
contemplative philosopher can scarce compensateetjlect of the smallest active
duty.”

Matthew Parker, Archbishop of Canterbury
(1504-1575)

We owe the story of Alfred and the Cakes to Mattlrasker (1504-75), Archbishop of
Canterbury, who was the first to print Asséife of King Alfredin 1574. He picked it
up from a 18 century manuscript he thought was written by As&#red’s biographer.

The story of the cakes originally appeared in amgmousVita S. Neot{Life of St
Neot), probably composed in the late tenth centuhgse author is thought by many



scholars to have made it up. A later version ofstiogy was incorporated into tihenals
of St Neotswhich appear actually to have been compiled ay Bt Edmunds during the
second quarter of the twelfth century. Parker matithe similarities between tianals
and Asser'sife, and deduced that thenalswere written by Asser, although in fact it
was the later compiler of tiennalswho had made use of thée. He therefore
interpolated the story exactly as he found it mAnnalsat the appropriate point in his
text of Asser'd.ife.

But the story reflects Alfred’s Christian understanrg of both his mission and that of his
Anglo-Saxon followers. To be a “chosen peopleadnew Israel” does not lead to a
swaggering triumphalist imperialism. It is the Wieat of duties and obligations. Alfred
saw his duties in the light of adverse divine ju@ginfor his personal sins and the sins of
his fellow Anglo-Saxons. One can read the folloggyprassage and be reminded of
Christ’s forty days in the wildnerness.

“There is a place in the remote parts of EnglistaBr far to the west, which in English

is called Athelney and which we refer to as ‘Athgh’ Isle’; it is surrounded on all sides
by vast salt marshes and sustained by some lemehdrin the middle. King Alfred
happened unexpectedly to come there as a londl&awoticing the cottage of a certain
unknown swineherd (as he later learned), he diddute path towards it and sought there
a peaceful retreat; he was given refuge, and lyedtaere a number of days,
impoverished, subdued and content with the baress#ites. Reflecting patiently that
these things had befallen him through God'’s judggment, he remained there awaiting
God’s mercy through the intercession of His seriet; for he had conceived from
Neot the hope that he nourished in his heart. ‘Whizen_ord loveth’, says the apostle,
‘He chastiseth; He scourgeth every son whom hetattogfHebrews xii, 61). In addition
to this, Alfred patiently kept the picture of Jola'stonishing constancy before his eyes
every day. Now it happened by chance one day, wieswineherd was leading his
flock to their usual pastures, that the king reradialone at home with the swineherd’s
wife. The wife, concerned for her husband’s rettiad entrusted some kneaded flour to
the husband of sea-borne Venus [Vulcan, the fik tfat is, the oven]. As is the custom
among countrywomen, she was intent on other domestiupations, until, when she
sought the bread from Vulcan, she saw it burningifthe other side of the room. She
immediately grew angry and said to the king (unknaavher as such): ‘Look here, man,
You hesitate to turn the loaves which you see tburaing, Yet you're quite happy to eat
them when they come warm from the oven!’

But the king, reproached by these disparaging issascribed them to his divine lot;
somewhat shaken, and submitting to the woman’sisaplhe not only turned the bread
but even attended to it as she brought out theekathen they were ready.”

Parker’s interest in Alfred is almost enough toénagcalated Alfred from a DWEM
(Dead, White, European Male) to a WASP (White, Aa§bxon Protestant). There was
a great interest in the early church by the Elittade Protestants who wanted to find a
pure church in Anglo-Saxon England before the Rofatholic mission of Augustine of
Canterbury.



Hobthrush Island off Lindisfarne, Northumbria

In this picture we see Hobthrush island off Lindrsfe, in Northumbria. This was the
site of the first hermitage of St. Cuthbert (c. @8¥), one of the most important English
saints celebrated by Bede in both his history dswl @ prose life. St. Cuthbert was a
favorite of Alfred.

Animal Life on Lindisfarne

Similar to the Irish saints by whom he was gremfluenced, St. Cuthbert had the same
love of nature and created animals that you fin8tirFrancis.

Alfred’s retreat to Athelney can also be comparethe flight to the desert of the
monastic life and the retreat of St. Cuthbert todisfarne. Living in poverty, he
contemplated his own sins and those of the Saxessvehom he ruled. Alfred was
convinced that the Vikings were the scourges of ,Ggdst punishment for the sins of
the Saxons.



The Vikings

The Vikings they did come. In fact, the onslaugflairted in 793 when they proceeded to
conquer and destroy Lindisfarne. Lindisfarne hadrbfounded in 635 by an Irish monk,
Aidan, who came from the earlier monastic settlenoétona off the coast of Scotland.
The Lindisfarne Gospels are presumed to be the wioitke monk named Eadfrith, who
became Bishop of Lindisfarne in 698 and died in. @1lrrent scholarship indicates a
date around 715, and it is believed they were predin honor of St. Cuthbert.

St. Cuthbert’'s Remains

In fact the onslaught was so bad that St. Cuthbegthains, shown here, were disinterred
from Lindisfarne and transferred to Durham wheggytremain in the cathedral to this
day.

There is a charming story told by William of Malrbesy that St. Cuthbert appeared to
Alfred in Athelney as a pilgrim. The king shared last loaf of bread with him. This
appeared in MalmesburyGesta regum anglorurfDeeds of the English kings (449-
1127) produced about 1125. It was such a poptday that it was painted by the
American painter Benjamin West. In fact, Georgestfagton had a print of the painting
over his mantel at Mount Vernon.



Monastic Influences

Since we have so many monastic influences on Altet try to get the big picture.

You can see in this map the multiple lines of iafige. Italian monks go to Ireland, Irish
monks go to England, English monks go to Germamg,the Franks are caught in the
middle. To sort out all this history, | can do letter than refer you to the numerous
books by Christopher Dawson on Christian culturgictv puts all this in perspective.

Gregory the Great, late 18' century ivory from Reichenau

Foremost in Dawson’s views and that of many otbbokars of the period is the
importance of Gregory the Great (c. 540-604), Hopa September 3, 590 until his
death in 604. Here is shown at his writing desgsgaly composing one of the books that
Alfred later translated into the vernacular.

One of Alfred’s most important debts is owed torfb&regory the Great, Gregory had
sent St. Augustine to Canterbury to convert theo8ax The conflicts between the
Roman monks and the Irish monks were only (if tremtdled at the Synod of Whitby in
664.



Gregory the Great in Thackeray’sLectures on English History

In this picture we see a humorous version of tbeyselated by the Venerable Bede of
Gregory the Great who when he first encountered-blged, blond-haired English boys
at a slave market, allegedly said, “Non Angli, #edjeli.” ("They are not Angles, but
Angels.") The drawing is by Thackeray who deliglyuretells the story in hisectures
on English Historywhich appeared iRunchin 1842.

“It chanced that two lovely British children, sdike thousands of others by their ruthless
Saxon masters, were sent to Rome, and exposediupstave-market there. Fancy
those darling in such a situation.

There they stood—weeping and wretched, thinkintheir parents’ cot, in the far
Northern Isle, sighing and yearning, no doubt tfa green fields of Albin!

It happened that a gentleman by the name of Gregdny afterwards rose to be Pope of
Rome—but who was then a simple clerical gent, ghs®ugh the market, with his
friends, and came to the spot where these podasBhildren stood.

The Reverend Mr. Gregory was instantly struck lgyrthppearance—by their rosy
cheeks, their golden hair; their little jackets emd all over with sugar-loaf buttons, their
poor nankeens grown all too short by constant wdsagear: and demanded of their
owner, of what nation the little darlings were?

The men (who spoke in Latin) replied that they wangli, that is, Angles or English.

‘Angles,’ said the enthusiastic Mr. Gregory, ‘thag not Angles, but Angels;’ and with
this joke which did not do much honour to his hebdugh certainly his heart was good,
he approached the little dears, caressed thenmadd still further inquiries regarding
them.

Miss Pontifex (one of the little girlshnd did Mr. Gregory take the little children caft
slavery, and send them home, ma’am?



Mr. Hume, my dear good little girl, does not mentthis fact; but let us hope he did:
with all my heart, I'm suré hope he did. But this is certain, that he nevegdbthem,

and when in process of time he came to be Pop@wieRR .he despatched a number of
his clergy to England, who came and converted émghted Saxons and Britons, and
they gave up their hideous idols, and horrid huswarifices, and sent the wicked Druids
about their business.” Volume 26 of Alise WorkgLondon: Smith, Elder, & Co., 1886),
Miss Tickletoby’s first lecture on English history.

Although Thackeray approaches all this with tongueheek, one can't help but feel that
he truly admired Alfred the Great. Since it ischto find in his collected works, | will
take the liberty of quoting at length the passafere he concludes with comparing
Alfred to George Washington:

“Miss TickletobyBut, dears, | don't think it right to make one dagke about good

King Alfred; who was so good, and so wise, andesatlg, and so brave, that one can’t
laugh, but only love and honour his memory. Thohkhis, how rare good kings are, and
let us value a good one when he comes. We havpubgfifty kings since his time, who
have reigned for near a thousand long years, atldehenly Great one. Brave and
victorious many of them have been, grand and substiand a hundred times more
powerful than he: but who cares for one of thentégx Harry the Fifth, and | think
Shakspeare madkeat king)—who loves any of them except him—the man \spoiled

the cakes in the herdsman’s cottage, the man wigasad played in the Danes’ camp?

There are none of you so young but know thoseest@ipout him. Look, when the
people love a man, how grateful they are! Foroausland years these little tales have
passed from father to son all through England,eu@dly single man out of millions and
millions who has heard them has loved King Alfredis heart, and blessed him, and
was proud that he was an Englishman’s king. Aedh the hears that Alfred fought the
Danes, and drove them out of England, and thatdsemerciful to his enemies, and kept
faith at a time when everyone else was deceitfdlaoel, and that he was the first to
make laws, and establish peace and liberty amaong us

Who cares for Charles the Second, secured in kisnoare than for any other man at a
pinch of danger? Charles might have stayed itréesfor us, or for any good that he did
when he came down. But for King Alfred, waitinghis little secret island, until he
should be strong enough to have one more battlehistconquerors, or in the camp of
the enemy singing his songs to his harp, who doegerl as for a dear friend or father in
danger, and cry hurra! With all his heart, whemimes?

All the little Children.Hurray! Alfred for ever!
Yes, my dears, you love him all, and would all fifdr him, | know.

Master SpryThat | would.



I’'m sure you would, John, and may you never figiitd worse cause! Ah, it’s a fine
thing to think of the people loving a man for auband years! We shan’t come to such
another in the course of all these lectures—exaoeyhap if we get so far, to one
George—

Mr Mortimer (aloud, and with much confidence}eorge the Fourth, you mean, miss,
the first gentleman in Europe.

Miss T. (sternly) No, sir; | mean George Washinton,--th@ericanAlfred, sir, who
gave and took from us many a good beating, andeditieEnglish-Danes out of his
country.

Mr. Mortimer. Disgusting raddicle!—Delancey, my dear, coméhwite. Mem!—I shall
withdraw my son from your academy.”

Alfred the Great was also indebted to Gregory femturturing of the monastic tradition
of St. Benedict of Nursia (c. 480-c. 547). St. &dint's motto was "Orare est laborare,
laborare est orare” ("To pray is to work, to waka pray"). The "Divine Office” (office
coming from the Latin word for work) stems fromghiThe Benedictines began to call
the prayers the Opus Dei or "Work of God."

In 1965 Pope Paul VI had proclaimed Benedict theopasaint of Europe. The current
Pope, Benedict the XVI, chose his name partiallyhenbasis of this historical tie: “filled
with sentiments of awe and thanksgiving, | wislspeak of why | chose the name
Benedict. Firstly, | remember Pope Benedict XV} t@urageous prophet of peace, who
guided the Church through turbulent times of wahik footsteps | place my ministry in
the service of reconciliation and harmony betweeoptes. Additionally, | recall Saint
Benedict of Nursia, co-patron of Europe, whosedifekes the Christian roots of Europe.
| ask him to help us all to hold firm to the cefityeof Christ in our Christian life: May
Christ always take first place in our thoughts antions! ”

It was Pope Benedict XV who called World War | teaicide of Europe.” There was an
attempt to bring Europe back to life when Pope Jeaul Il called for the European
Constitution to “include a reference to the religgand in particular the Christian
heritage of Europe.’Hcclesia in Europajune, 2003) That did not happen. Instead a
watered-down formulation was arrived at referriadthe cultural, religious and
humanist inheritance of Europe.”

It is also interesting to note that John Paul dkreed the Charlemagne Prize in March
2004 for his work in promoting European understaga@ind peace. There are many who
would like to claim Charlemagne as the “father afd@pe.” The view has a great deal of
validity in the light of his coronation as Empelyr Pope Leo lll. Walter McDougall has
built on the contemporary importance of this clamnan address that | will quote at
length: “Will ‘Europe’ Survive the Z1Century?” (Available in full from the website of
the Foreign Policy Research Institute,
http://www.fpri.org/enotes/200707.mcdougall.willepesurvive.htn)l




“We began by contrasting Europe in 2007 with Europ&907. Let us conclude by
invoking a grander timeline, that of European aation itself. Once upon a time the
term Europa referred only to a beautiful maide®neek mythology who attracted the
wandering eye of Zeus, or else to a directionahteferring to the Greek side of the
Hellespont as opposed to the side on the peni@daks called Asia Minor. The Roman
Empire, encompassing parts of three continentsnarthe Mediterranean, had no
concept of Europe, and the Germanic tribes whosasions dissolved the empire based
at Rome certainly had no concept of Europe as grgphical, cultural, religious,
linguistic, racial, or political entity. Nor did ¢hArabs, who swept out of the desert in the
seventh and eighth centuries of the common erafwaeal for Allah and his prophet
Mohammed. The Arabs overran fully half of all threyances of Christendom, imposing
their rule by sword and Quran on Mesopotamia, $Sisebanon, the Holy Land, Egypt,

all of North Africa, and almost all of Spain. Thendyyad Caliphate even dreamed of
expanding the Dar al Islam, the Land of the Faltldaross the Pyrenees and extirpating
Latin Christendom altogether. But its Saracen sottwere checked, for ever as it turned
out, by the knights of a Frankish prince named {@sdthe Hammer” Martel at Tours in
732.

That victory allowed the heirs of Charles the Hamtoemagine a destiny for the
Franks, indeed for all the Christian tribes, gretditan mere survival. Chief among them
was his tall, imposing grandson, also named Chabeseptionally skilled at war,
diplomacy, administration, and court politics, meated by sheer force of will a great
empire that among his own subjects earned himghket Charles the Great, to wit Karl
der Grosse or Charlemagne. The glory and bootydreiwbattle kept the lords and
knights satisfied. His religious donations and supfor public morality won over the
clergy. His protection of commerce and administrabf royal law pleased the
merchants. His reign was immensely popular. Moredbheugh not himself literate,
Charlemagne gathered around him the most learne#tsrfoom the British Isles, Italy,
France, and the Low Countries. He founded schpalspnized art, and presided over a
Little Renaissance in the midst of the Dark Agelsoye all, Charlemagne was a pious
man who believed himself called to unite the Charst orphaned by the collapse of the
Roman Empire and spread the gospel to pagans aadthvest of Francia. He succeeded
in all this to a remarkable degree: indeed, theienfiased at his capital of Aix-la-
Chapelle coincided remarkably with the boundarigd® original Common Market
formed in 1957: France, the Low Countries, Westn@ry, and northern Italy.

What every pupil used to learn about Charlemagtigaisthe Pope crowned him Emperor
of the West at a Christmas Day mass in the year\B0@t few people know is that the
year before, in 799, an anonymous court poet best@nstill grander title. He dubbed
Charlemagne “King and Father of Europe.” A continarcivilization, had been willed
into being by one man. Moreover, that self-conssiBuropean idea survived the crackup
of Charlemagne’s empire to inspire monarchs, pauasophers, conquerors, and at
last economists and mere bureaucrats for 1,208 y€he idea had to wait until the
spiraling orgy of nationalism spent itself utteiiyMWorld War Il. But then, indeed in the
year 1950, the good burghers of the Rhineland {@ermans call Aachen and the French



Aix-la-Chapelle, established a prize to be awam®aually to the person who did most
to advance European unity. The town fathers nambe iCharlemagne Prize after the
“King and Father of Europe” who had made their bity capital.

What would Charlemagne make of Europe today? Hddvmarvel, of course, at the
wealth and technology. He would praise and blessibiquitous peace. He would
recognize instantly the Islamic Challenge andEellopeans it was ten times worse back
in his day! Nor, having been a state builder hifsebuld he likely object to the

intrusive EU bureaucracy. Indeed, it is fetchinghimk Charlemagne would discern in
the EU the culmination of the great work he begaer @ millennium ago, and give glory
to God. But three features of Europe today wouldhdless grieve and trouble him
greatly: military impotence; spiritual emptinesegademographic decay. How long, the
Emperor would surely ask, can a civilization exgecturvive without arms, without
faith, without children?”

The parallels between the Carolingian Renaissamdedred the Great are extremely
important and not fully spelled out in the scholditerature. One can make a strong
claim that Charlemagne’s politico-religious thouglats theocratic, a form of
caesaropapism similar to the Byzantine claimss ot clear that Alfred the Great’s
thought follows the same tracks, but more work sd¢ede done on the issue.

But there were definite links of Alfred the Greatidoth Saxon tradition and the Frankish
tradition that even preceded any possible conmestio Charlemagne. When Alfred was
engaged in his scholarly activities, his works eage, he had asked for help from abroad
and he received it. John the Old Saxon wrote apstic poem to Alfred, which captures
his spirit: “Behold, may all the Graces descendnfteeaven upon you! You shall always
be joyous, Alfred, through the happy walks of lifday you bend your mind to heavenly
affairs; be disgusted with trappings. Rightly ameach, hastening from the deceptive
charm of worldly things. See, you apply yourseketo gain the shining talents: run
confidently through the fields of foreign learnih@Alfred the GregtPenguin classics, p.
192)

There is a remarkable letter of Fulco, ArchbishbRleeims from 883-900, to King

Alfred c. 886. Presumably Alfred had also writtém to secure scholars who could lead
his renaissance in England. Fulco sent Grimbafhdpak from St. Bertin’s in Saint-
Omar where Fulco had been Abbot from 887-883. s avfavorite of Fulco who had
wanted to make him a Bishop, but he recognizeditnig to the larger Christian duty.



St. Remigius Baptizing Clovis

Fulco neatly ties together St. Gregory who senA8gustine to Canterbury with St.
Remigius (c. 437-January 13, 533) who brought atimitonversion to Christianity of
Clovis, King of the Franks, at Christmas, 496. Rpus was one of those bishops drawn
from the old Gallo-Roman aristocracy who presemyedancient Roman traditions of
learning. Just as they were working on the baalbarithe barbarians were working on
them. The blending of the two produced a new dmambarian culture.

Fulco describes Remigius as “truly the Apostlehaf Eranks...the Frankish peoples were
once freed from manifold error by St. Remigius.lows was baptized in Christian pomp
and pagan militarism; 3,000 warriors followed Ckto the font. “Clovis proved to be
the archetypal barbarian. Brutal, ignorant andlipamoral, he stole treasure, split
skulls and collected concubines with amazing gu¢®arbarian EuropeGerald

Simons, New York: Time-Life Books, 1968, p. 59 spite of this, his reign was one of
the turning points in the success of Catholicismh arclimactic moment in European
history. Clovis led the campaign against the Gathks Arianism.

But Alfred was certainly a more Christian king thalovis. At the Battle of Edington in
871, he defeated Guthrum, the Danish King. Guthaachabout thirty of his followers
were baptized and swore to remain Christians. edlstood as Godfather to Guthrum.



BoethiusOn the Consolation of Philosophitaly: 1385

Alfred was not only indebted to the explicitly Cétran sources of Western Civilization,
but also to the classical sources. Similar toGhdstian Humanism of the Renaissance,
he incorporated the glory that was Greece andridmedgur that was Rome.

There is the famous quote from Tertullian, "what A#hens to do with Jerusalem."” |
think it is fair to say that the influence of Chiasity on Alfred was stronger than any
other single intellectual influence, although oheidd not overlook that he imbibed
much Platonism from his regard for and translatbBoethius’sConsolation of
Philosophy On the top of this picture Boethius is instragthis students and below he is
shown in prison before he is executed by the A@atrogothic king, Theodoric in 524
A.D.

Alfred even softens the Platonic dismissal of weaithis translation by adding an
Aristotelian common sense observation that thedibgse of riches can be virtuous.
Alfred wished to enrich both his people and the arohy in order to make them more
virtuous and provide for the common defense.

Alfred’s common sense let him to a carefully statednomic sounding statement of
what is required for good ruling. In Alfred’s tiglation of Boethius’€onsolation of
Philosophyhe interpolates this passage:

"Desire for and possession of earthly power neleaged me overmuch, and | did not
unduly desire this earthly rule, but that nevedhksll wished for tools and resources for
the task that | was commanded to accomplish, wiveh that | should virtuously and
worthily guide and direct the authority which wagrasted to me. You know of course
that no one can make known any skill, nor direct gnide any authority, without tools
and resources; a man cannot work on any entenpiieeut resources. In the case of the
king, the resources and tools with which to ruke thiat he have his land fully manned: he
must have praying men, fighting men and working méu also know that without

these tools no king may make his ability known. theo aspect of his resources is that
he must have the means of support for his tooéstitee classes of men. These, then are



their means of support: land to live on, gifts, p@as, food, ale, clothing, and whatever
else is necessary for each of the three classegiof Without these things he cannot
maintain the tools, nor without the tools can heoaaplish any of the things he was
commanded to do. Accordingly, | sought the resauveigh which to exercise the
authority, in order that my skills and power woulat be forgotten and concealed:
because every skill and every authority is soomlelbs and passed over, if it is without
wisdom; because no man may bring to bear anywkhlout wisdom. For whatever is
done unthinkingly, cannot be reckoned a skill. peak briefly: | desired to live worthily
as long as | lived, and to leave after my lifethte men who should come after me, the
memory of me in good works."

(Alfred's translation of Boethius@onsolation of Philosophyghapter XVII. (Keynes &
Lapidge, pp 132-33)).

Alfred as Founder of the English Navy

Did Alfred create the English navy? He did engamga shipbuilding program with
vessels of his own design to oppose the Danislslipg and a system of fortified towns
(buhrs) for defence against land-invaders.

It can be said that the enemies of the Anglo-Saamiisthe Carolingians in th&@nd ¢’
centuries were the Muslims from the south and P&gamdinavians from the north. One
is tempted to say, “So, what else is new?” Altho&glgland was never attacked directly
by the Muslims, surely Alfred would have known béir attack on Rome in 846 when
Leo IV had briefly to flee Rome. Remember that Iédnad possibly anointed Alfred
when he was five years old.

Many of these themes are pulled together artiyicalthe Stanza dell'Incendio di Borgo
in the Vatican. The paintings from Raphael’'s wbiks, 1514-1517, commemorate Leo
X by reminding the viewers of the earlier Leo’sedll's coronation of Charlemagne on
Christmas Day, 800; the Fire in the Borgo miracalpextinguished by Leo IV in 847,
the Battle of Ostia where the Muslims were lost storm at sea.



Even if Alfred did not have to confront the Muslimisectly, the radical Muslims have

not forgotten Alfred the Great, King of the Saxomdimadinejad said Iran has developed
a strategic "war preparation plan” for what hesctike "destruction of Anglo-Saxon
civilization." Iran's top strategist, Hassan Abban record stating: “We have a
strategy drawn up for the destruction of Anglo-Saxguvilization... we must make use of
everything we have at hand to strike at this flpnimeans of our suicide operations or by
means of our missiles. There are 29 sensitive sitdge U.S. and in the West. We have
already spied on these sites and we know how wgaang to attack them.”

Free market Thatcherite economic policies are melitidenounced in France and
elsewhere as Anglo-Saxon. Tony Blair in speedhédEuropean Parliament in June of
2005 wanted to demolish “the caricature ... thataBr is in the grip of some extreme
Anglo Saxon philosophy that tramples on the poar disadvantaged.” It's too bad that
Tony did not take the time to study the Anglo-Sapbiiosophy of King Alfred the
Great.

Even Gordon Brown is trying to find a new Britishtional day, similar to our Fourth of
July which will stand for an “expression of Britigeas of standing firm in the world in
the name of liberty responsibility and fairnesandary 2006, The Fabian Society. He
could do worse than choose October 26, the dagdlified and by which he is
celebrated as a Saint in the Book of Common Prayer.

G.K. Chesterton

How can we take arms against this sea of troub{@d?. Chesterton in his epic poem,
The Ballad of the White Hors#911, captured the essential truth of Alfredeetic

vision in a manner that should inspire us todag task that is never finished. His
preface, which is not published in his collecteétpg contains the best interpretation of
the wise use of tradition that | have seen; | quioieat length for a sense of Chesterton’s
wisdom:

“This ballad needs no historical notes, for thegereason that it does not profess to be
historical. All of it that is not frankly fictitios, as in any prose romance about the past, is
meant to emphasize tradition rather than histonggklfred is not a legend in the sense
that King Arthur may be a legend; that is, in thase that he may possibly be a lie. But



King Alfred is a legend in this broader and morenlan sense, that the legends are the
most important things about him.

The cult of Alfred was a popular cult, from the kiagss of the ninth century to the
deepening twilight of the twentieth. It is whollg a popular legend that | deal with him
here. | write as one ignorant of everything, exdbpt | have found the legend of a King
of Wessex still alive in the land. | will give tleeurt cases of what | mean. A tradition
connects the ultimate victory of Alfred with thelleg in Berkshire called the Vale of the
White Horse. | have seen doubts of the traditiomctv may be valid doubts. | do not
know when or where the story started; it is enatingh it started somewhere and ended
with me; for | only seek to write upon a hearsaythee old balladists did. For the second
case, there is a popular tale that Alfred playedhidrp and sang in the Danish camp; |
select it because it is a popular tale, at whatewes it arose. For the third case, there is a
popular tale that Alfred came in contact with a veonand cakes; | select it because it is a
popular tale, because it is a vulgar one. It hanlaksputed by grave historians, who
were, | think, a little too grave to be good judgég. The two chief charges against the
story are that it was first recorded long afterrédf's death, and that (as Mr. Oman urges)
Alfred never really wandered all alone without @ngnes or soldiers. Both these
objections might possibly be met. It has takeneexly as long to learn the whole truth
about Byron, and perhaps longer to learn the wtrata about Pepys, than elapsed
between Alfred and the first writing of such taldsd as for the other objection, do the
historians really think that Alfred after Wiltony Bdlapoleon after Leipsic, never walked
about in a wood by himself for the matter of anthautwo? Ten minutes might be made
sufficient for the essence of the story. But | awhconcerned to prove the truth of these
popular traditions. It is enough for me to maintauo things: that they are popular
traditions; and that without these popular tradisiove should have bothered about Alfred
about as much as we bother about Eadwig.

One other consideration needs a note. Alfred haseatown to us in the best way (that
is, by national legends) solely for the same reasoArthur and Roland and the other
giants of that darkness, because he fought foCtivestian civilization against the
heathen nihilism. But since this work was reallyedy generation after generation, by
the Romans before they withdrew, and by the Britghée they remained, | have
summarised this first crusade in a triple symbot] given to a fictitious Roman, Celt,
and Saxon, a part in the glory of Ethandune. Iydahat in fact Alfred’s Wessex was of
very mixed bloods; but in any case, it is the chifie of legend to mix up the centuries
while preserving the sentiment; to see all agessort of splendid foreshortening. That is
the use of tradition: it telescopes history.”

In his poem itself, he captures the essentialtsglirhlfred’s battle for western
civilization and the religious basis for its defens

The men of the East may spell the stars,
And times and triumphs mark,

But the men signed of the cross of Christ
Go gaily in the dark.



The men of the East may search the scrolls
For sure fates and fame,

But the men that drink the blood of God

Go singing to their shame.

The wise men know what wicked things
Are written on the sky,

They trim sad lamps, they touch sad strings,
Hearing the heavy purple wings,

Where the forgotten Seraph kings

Still plot how God shall die.

"I tell you naught for your comfort,

Yea, naught for your desire,

Save that the sky grows darker yet

And the sea rises higher.

Night shall be thrice night over you,

And heaven an iron cope.

Do you have joy without a cause,

Yea, faith without a hope?

To stitch all these themes together, | would likelbse with a short video of three and a
half minutes, combining most of the images you hseen with some stirring music. The
music is from the 18centuryAlfred: A Masquelibretto by James Thomson (1700—
1748) and David Mallet and put to music by ThomaseX1710-1778)

Rule, Britannia

WHEN Britain first at Heaven’s command
Arose from out the azure main,
This was the charter of her land,
And guardian angels sung the strain:
Rule, Britannia! Britannia rules the waves! 5
Britons never shall be slaves.

The nations not so blest as thee

Must in their turn to tyrants fall,

Whilst thou shalt flourish great and free
The dread and envy of them all. 10

Still more majestic shalt thou rise,
More dreadful from each foreign stroke:
As the loud blast that tears the skies
Serves but to root thy native oak.

Thee haughty tyrants ne’er shall tame; 15
All their attempts to bend thee down
Will but arouse thy generous flame,



And work their woe and thy renown.

To thee belongs the rural reign;

Thy cities shall with commerce shine;
All thine shall be the subject main,
And every shore it circles thine!

The Muses, still with Freedom found,
Shall to thy happy coast repair;

Blest Isle, with matchless beauty crown’'d
And manly hearts to guard the fair:—
Rule, Britannia! Britannia rules the waves!

Britons never shall be slaves!
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